RAC Issues
Region C recovery auditor (RAC) Connolly joined HealthDataInsights, the Region D RAC, in posting a pre-payment review issue as part of CMS’ demonstration. The issue is the same – reviewing MS-DRG 312 (synocope and collapse) – but affects Florida, Louisiana, North Carolina and Texas.
Connolly does not list a description of the issue on its website, but HealthDataInsights explains it this way: “Medicare pays for inpatient hospital services that are medically necessary for the setting billed. Medical documentation will be reviewed to determine that services were medically necessary. DRG validation requires that diagnostic and procedural information and the discharge status of the beneficiary, as coded and reported by the hospital on its claim, matches both the attending physician description and the information contained in the beneficiary's medical record. Reviewers will validate for MS-DRG 312, principal diagnosis, secondary diagnosis and procedures affecting or potentially affecting the DRGs.”
For more, check the RACs’ websites or CMS’ website for the RAC pre-payment review demonstration at https://www.cms.gov/Research-Statistics-Data-and-Systems/Monitoring-Programs/CERT/RAC-Prepay-Review.html.
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